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L a b o r  C h a p e l
b y  Z a c k  W e r b a  &  Y a s o n g 
The revealing of the labor situation in Detroit plays a vital role in explaining its past and future state. 
Detroit is a wasteland of industry and the memories of the laborers that once occupied those spaces. The 
materials of those buildings have become ruined, and although they are inhabitable they tell the story of 
Milwaukee Junction and Detroit as a whole. The construction and demolition process is engaged in labor. 
We propose that the material of Detroit (the memories of the labors that once occurred) be collected and 
archived. This database of material can inspire a community and begin to reveal the culture of the city.
The labor chapel is a linear passageway that acts as a reflective space. Through contrast of scales, light and 
darkness, and materiality, we want to create a phenomenon that encourages people to discover the spaces 
through moving horizontally as well as vertically. When walking inside, one can feel the fluidity of the 
passageways created within a mass.
To develop an understanding of the spaces we wanted to create and manipulate objects from ruined 
buildings to get atmospherically rich spaces. The models deal with light and apertures and takes on a 
form of architectural thinking. The effects created must be translated into architectural surfaces, which 
can be defined by materials and forms. How the surfaces act with edges creates an incoherent experience 
for people. When passing through the spaces, one can touch, hear, and feel heightened emotions. The 
physical movement evokes mental feelings with each person’s own experience. That experience is the 
subconscious act of labor. Which is the physicality one exerts to move through space.
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